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The rise of open source online journals,  free online 
courses,  and  other  changes  in  the  research  and 
education environment, coined the "academic spring" 
by some commentators [1], represents an increasing 
trend in opening up the rules of access for research. 
Universities,  libraries,  publishers  and  even  govern-
ments  are  paying  attention  to  this  new  movement 
often  referred  to  with  the  acronym A2K  (access  to 
knowledge). 

Peter Suber, the director of the Harvard Open Ac-
cess  Project  defines  open-access  (OA)  literature  as 
"digital,  online,  free  of  charge,  and  free  of  most 
copyright and licensing restrictions" [2]. When reading 
the overview that Suber presents of the new domain 
of  open-access  literature,  it  is  clear  that  there  are 
common viewpoints from both sides of the Atlantic on 
the benefits of offering a place online for royalty-free 
research.  Groups  supporting  open  access  research 
range from Bethesda, Maryland to Berlin, Germany. 

In the UK, a report commissioned by the govern-
ment  indicated  that  universities  in  the  country  are 
paying over 200 million pounds per year for access to 
scientific journals [1]. In fact, the price of access for 
journals has risen four times as fast as inflations since 
the 1980s [2]. The UK government has shown great 
interest in developing a new model for open access 
journals  and cited the importance  of  developing an 
American-European partnership in order to bring costs 
down  and  effectively  make  the  transition  to  open 
access research [1].

Similarly,  the  Dutch  Government  has  developed 
policies  and makes available  funds to support  open 

source initiatives [3]. One of the main reasons cited 
for  this  transition  is  the  increasing  belief  that  the 
public  should  have  the  right  to  access  publically 
funded research. The European Union follows a similar 
route.  For  the  first  time,  the  European  Union  intro-
duced a reimbursement system for the costs of open 
source  publications  produced  in  FP7  projects.  This 
policy will be carried through to Horizon 2020 [4].

Of  course,  concerns  remain  over  the  quality  of 
research  if  open  access  prevails.  But  the  status  of 
being an open access journal does not preclude peer 
review,  and  Suber  argues  that  the  exact  same 
standards of peer review of published works can be, 
and are already, conducted for open source journals. 
Peer review also does not depend on the cost or the 
medium of a specific journal, and can be applied for 
open access journals as well [2]. 

OA is also deemed to be more cost-effective than 
the  traditional  journal  literature.  The  Harvard  Open 
Access Project reports that OA eliminates all parts of 
subscription management, removes printing costs, puts 
an end to the need for legal fees and does not require 
the same type of  marketing approach as  traditional 
subscription journals. OA generally tends to monetize 
by requiring authors to pay a one-time fee to the open 
source journal [2]. However, this is only one type of 
business model for OA journals among a variety (e.g. 
Green OA self-archiving or Gold OA publishing). 

OA also does not dampen the motivation of authors 
to  publish  their  work.  In  fact,  it  is  easier  for  OA 
journals to allow the author to retain copyright than in 
traditional journals [2]. Authors that choose to publish
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in OA sources allow their work to be read, distributed 
and reviewed by a wider audience than in traditional 
journals,  which  are  only  available  to  paying  sub-
scribers. In many ways, OA benefits the author them-
selves by increasing their profile and the visibility of 
their  work,  and  the  audience  as  they  benefit  from 
having access to the research they are interested in. 

OA allows for a lessening of the divide between rich 
and  poor  in  terms  of  access  to  research  material. 
Citizens that cannot enroll in universities or in research 
institutions have the ability to access previously denied 
research. In a time where budgets are increasingly be-
ing cut, readers and general citizens do not have to rely 
solely on the budgets of their local or university librar-
ies to obtain the research they need. Universities can 
benefit by more greatly distributing the work of their 
researchers and reduces the cost of journal subscrip-
tions allowing that to be allocated for something else. 
Funding agencies and governments benefit by having 
research disseminated more widely, ultimately allowing 
it to be more useful in the long-term [2].

Advancing  a  policy  of  open  source  research  has 
also  a  wider,  border-crossing  effect  that  aims  to 
address global challenges and to maximize the social 
and economic benefits of research, as the G8 Science 
Ministers acknowledged on the 12th of June 2013 [5]. 
While  the  G8  Science  Ministers  agreed  that  global 
challenges  require  a  strengthening  of  a  global  re-

search  infrastructure,  they  also  recognized  that  the 
best  way  to  achieve  this  would  be  opening  up  re-
search  data  to  accelerate  discovery  and  innovation. 
Eventually,  the  open  source  publication  of  research 
findings is another important point identified by the 
G8 Science Ministers. 

Ultimately,  it  seems  that  the  transition  is  already 
occurring  and  that  there  is  a  co-existence  between 
traditional, subscription-based journals and the build-up 
of open access journals. It also appears that there is a 
general  agreement  on  the  positive  benefits  of  OA 
among many groups operating in both the US and the 
EU. An emerging concern in the contemporary politics 
of OA and something that might call for specific OA-
related  international  regulations  in  the  future  is  the 
protection  of  intellectual  property  rights  [6].  Now it 
remains to be seen how long these trends will continue 
and how much further OA journals will  develop. The 
inclination towards open access can only benefit the 
greater proportion of  participants  in  society and can 
further  revolutionize  the  movement  towards  making 
educational resources more accessible to everyone. 
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